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STATEMENT BY PETER HALDER ACCEPTING THE GCA LIFETIME 

ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, 28 August 2013  

 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen. 

Good evening.   

  I would like convey to everyone present, my sincerest 

regret that due to ill health, I am unable to be present 

with you. I have consequently asked my colleague Miss Claire 

Ann Goring to receive the 2013 GCA Lifetime Achievement 

Award on my behalf. 

  I wish to express to the Guyana Cultural Association, 

my profound appreciation and everestian gratitude for this 

prestigious Award. I accept it with all humility and 

graciousness. I shall cherish it. It will be a rainbow that 

will constantly remind me of tonight and my colorful life. 

The Award brings to mind the old adage: A prophet is not 

without honor save in his own country. 
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 Some 78 years ago, when I began my life in Albouystown, 

which was often called “the slums” but which I called home, 

little did I think of what was in store for me.  

 Before I set out for primary school at age six, walking 

barefeet, my mother told me that poverty was not a crime. 

What was a crime was not making use of the opportunities 

that were available in life to rise above poverty and that 

education, learning and knowledge were the keys to open the 

treasure chest of life. 

 Ecce homo. Her words of wisdom have instructed and 

guided my life. My education was achieved through early 

scholarships, working and studying, drive, ambition, 

sacrifice and hope. My home training, educational 

attainments and human relations constructed the rungs of 

life’s ladder on which I climbed. 

 In addition to my bio sketch, please let me add that 

many of the jobs I had in Guyana were fulfilling and related 

to public service. Overseas, while Deputy Ambassador to the 

United States and subsequently High Commissioner to Canada, 

I dedicated my energies to representing my country and my 
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people and pursuing diplomatic activities to improve 

economic and social conditions in Guyana through increased 

export trade, attracting foreign private investment and 

promoting tourism, inter alia,not to mention consular 

programs to reach out to and establish strong ties with 

Guyanese nationals and groups. During my tenure as a 

Consultant with the Fiji Mission to the United Nations here 

in New York, I worked assiduously with the Ambassador on 

the reform of the Security Council, to obtain independence 

for non-independent countries, to promote economic and 

social progress in developing countries and to create and 

maintain peace in our world, among other things.   

 In my retirement, I have published Nostalgias and 

articles on Guyana in the GCA’s monthly online Magazine, 

and the popular websites, Guyana Then and Now and Guyanese 

Online, which many of you may have read. Through the 

Guyanese company, Franklin Books, I have also published a 

Novel, The Cat of Muritaro, which is a short story 

collection of Guyanese folktales. You may contact Claire 

on how to purchase a copy. I am also providing advice to 
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freedom groups in Fiji on the restoration of democracy, 

Parliamentary government, Constitutional rule and the rule 

of law, following another military coup there in December 

2006. 

Conclusion 

 When my sons got married, they did not accede to my 

offer to speak at their Wedding Receptions. They told me, 

“Daddy you speak so long, we may never leave for our 

honeymoon."  

 And so I must bring to an end what I had to say tonight. 

I close with the words of a national song, The Song of 

Guyana’s Children, which I consider so appropriate: 

Onward, upward may we ever go 

Day by day in strength and beauty grow 

Till as last we each of us will show 

What Guyana’s sons and daughters can be. 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 

 


